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Increased emphasis in many school systems on formal testing to mark student achievement and hold teachers
accountable has begun to heighten concern among many educational policy makers, assessment specialists,
and classroom teachers over questions of access and fairness, particularly for learners from culturally
different backgrounds and those with a history of academic struggles. This situation echoes that faced by the
Russian psychologist L. S. Vygotsky nearly ninety years ago in his efforts to understand processes of
development and meet the needs of all learners. His famous proposal of the Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD) holds that assessments must take account not only of abilities that have fully formed but also those
that are still emerging. The diagnostic value of the ZPD lies in identifying the underlying source of learner
difficulties as well as their future potential. Since Vygotsky’s time, psychologists and educators have devised
a range of practices for engaging with learners in ZPD activity that have come to be known as Dynamic
Assessment (DA). In DA, assessors go beyond observations of independent performance and engage
cooperatively with learners to both understand and support their development.

This process is in full evidence in the papers in this collection, which offers a cross section of applications of
DA with diverse populations, including special needs learners, immigrant and minority students, and second
language learners. While these papers may be read as cutting-edge academic research, they also represent a
commitment to going beyond manifest difficulties and failures to help individuals construct a more positive
future.

This book was originally published as a special issue of Assessment in Education: Principles, Policy &
Practice.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

Addressing Issues of Access and Fairness in Education through Dynamic Assessment can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Addressing Issues of Access and Fairness in Education through Dynamic Assessment
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage
of crucial thinking.

Janice Perry:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Addressing Issues of Access and Fairness in Education through Dynamic
Assessment why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Robert Garcia:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Addressing Issues of Access and Fairness in Education through Dynamic
Assessment can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Frances McKay:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Addressing Issues of Access and Fairness
in Education through Dynamic Assessment to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book Addressing Issues of Access and Fairness in
Education through Dynamic Assessment can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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