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A Classroom-Tested, Alternative Approach to Teaching Math for Liberal Arts

Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking uses puzzles and
paradoxes to introduce basic principles of mathematical thought. The text is designed for students in liberal
arts mathematics courses. Decision-making situations that progress from recreational problems to important
contemporary applications develop the critical-thinking skills of non-science and non-technical majors.

The logical underpinnings of this textbook were developed and refined throughout many years of classroom
feedback and in response to commentary from presentations at national conferences. The text’s five units
focus on graphs, logic, probability, voting, and cryptography. The authors also cover related areas, such as
operations research, game theory, number theory, combinatorics, statistics, and circuit design.

The text uses a core set of common representations, strategies, and algorithms to analyze diverse games,
puzzles, and applications. This unified treatment logically connects the topics with a recurring set of solution
approaches.

Requiring no mathematical prerequisites, this book helps students explore creative mathematical thinking
and enhance their own critical-thinking skills. Students will acquire quantitative literacy and appreciation of
mathematics through the text’s unified approach and wide range of interesting applications.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Welty:

The feeling that you get from Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical
Thinking is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem
Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An
Introduction to Mathematical Thinking instantly.

Fred Ashman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking.

Katie McCants:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical
Thinking why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Dominique Rigney:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction
to Mathematical Thinking. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in



becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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