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The meaning of things is a study of the significance of material possessions in contemporary urban life, and
of the ways people carve meaning out of their domestic environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty families
in Chicago who were interviewed on the subject of their feelings about common household objects, Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique perspective on materialism, American
culture, and the self. They begin by reviewing what social scientists and philosophers have said about the
transactions between people and things. In the model of 'personhood' that the authors develop, goal-directed
action and the cultivation of meaning through signs assume central importance. They then relate theoretical
issues to the results of their survey. An important finding is the distinction between objects valued for action
and those valued for contemplation. The authors compare families who have warm emotional attachments to
their homes with those in which a common set of positive meanings is lacking, and interpret the different
patterns of involvement. They then trace the cultivation of meaning in case studies of four families. Finally,
the authors address what they describe as the current crisis of environmental and material exploitation, and
suggest that human capacities for the creation and redirection of meaning offer the only hope for survival. A
wide range of scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical, developmental and environmental
psychologists, cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and many general readers - will find this book
stimulating and compelling.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Yoder:

The knowledge that you get from The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self is the more deep
you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Meaning of Things:
Domestic Symbols and the Self instantly.

Gary Lafountain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Meaning of Things: Domestic
Symbols and the Self reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Meaning of Things:
Domestic Symbols and the Self as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Pamela Jernigan:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and
the Self was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Meaning of
Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading that.

David Blunt:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's spirit or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self can make you



sense more interested to read.
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