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Thomas Jefferson believed that the American revolution was a transformative moment in the history of
political civilization. He hoped that his own efforts as a founding statesman and theorist would help construct
a progressive and enlightened order for the new American nation that would be a model and inspiration for
the world. Peter S. Onuf's new book traces Jefferson's vision of the American future to its roots in his
idealized notions of nationhood and empire. Onuf's unsettling recognition that Jefferson's famed
egalitarianism was elaborated in an imperial context yields strikingly original interpretations of our national
identity and our ideas of race, of westward expansion and the Civil War, and of American global dominance
in the twentieth century.

Jefferson's vision of an American "empire for liberty" was modeled on a British prototype. But as a
consensual union of self-governing republics without a metropolis, Jefferson's American empire would be
free of exploitation by a corrupt imperial ruling class. It would avoid the cycle of war and destruction that
had characterized the European balance of power.

The Civil War cast in high relief the tragic limitations of Jefferson's political vision. After the Union victory,
as the reconstructed nation-state developed into a world power, dreams of the United States as an ever-
expanding empire of peacefully coexisting states quickly faded from memory. Yet even as the antebellum
federal union disintegrated, a Jeffersonian nationalism, proudly conscious of America's historic revolution
against imperial domination, grew up in its place.

In Onuf's view, Jefferson's quest to define a new American identity also shaped his ambivalent conceptions
of slavery and Native American rights. His revolutionary fervor led him to see Indians as "merciless
savages" who ravaged the frontiers at the British king's direction, but when those frontiers were pacified, a
more benevolent Jefferson encouraged these same Indians to embrace republican values. African American
slaves, by contrast, constituted an unassimilable captive nation, unjustly wrenched from its African
homeland. His great panacea: colonization.

Jefferson's ideas about race reveal the limitations of his conception of American nationhood. Yet, as Onuf
strikingly documents, Jefferson's vision of a republican empire--a regime of peace, prosperity, and union
without coercion--continues to define and expand the boundaries of American national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Robertson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America).

Donna Kerns:

This Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America) is new way for you
who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Jefferson's
Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America) can be the light food for you
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot
find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Joyce Burke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America).

Tracy Zapata:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian
America) when you essential it?
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