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After the American Civil War, several movements for ethnic separatism and political self-determination
significantly shaped the course of Reconstruction. The Union Leagues, which began during the war to
support the northern effort, spread to the South after the war and mobilized African Americans to fight for
their political rights and economic security. Opposing the Leagues was the Ku Klux Klan, which used
intimidation and violence to maintain the political and economic hegemony of southern whites. Founded in
1858 as the Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood, the Irish-American Fenians sought to liberate Ireland from
English rule. Mitchell Snay provides a compelling comparison of these seemingly disparate groups in
Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern Whites, illuminating the contours of nationalism during Reconstruction.
Despite their separate and often opposing goals, the Fenians, Union Leagues, and the Klan, Snay reveals,
shared many characteristics. To various extents, they were secret societies that sought to advance their
mission through both political and extra-political means. Both the League and the Klan employed elaborate
rites of initiation and secret passwords common to nineteenth-century fraternal organizations. They also
shared a similar political culture of secrecy, conspiracy, and countersubversion. All three groups were quasi-
military in structure and activities and shared a desire for the control of land.

Among the three organizations, Snay shows, the Fenians provide the clearest case of nationalist aspirations
along the lines of ethnicity, though the rise of racial consciousness among both southern whites and blacks
also might be seen as expressions of ethnic nationalism. According to Snay, the political culture of
Reconstruction encouraged the nationalist ambitions of these groups, but channeled their separatist impulses
along civil rather than ethnic lines by focusing on questions of freedom, citizenship, and suffrage. In
addition, the Republican emphasis on color-blind equality limited overt expressions of national identities
based solely on ethnicity or race.

Unlike southern whites and blacks, Irish Americans are seldom mentioned in Reconstruction histories. By
joining the Fenians with freedpeople and southern whites, Snay seeks to assert their central relevance to the
dynamics of nationalism during Reconstruction and offers a highly original analysis of Reconstruction as an
Age of Capital and an Age of Emancipation where categories of race, class, and gender--as well as
nationalism--were fluid and contested.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Bull:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern
Whites: Race and Nationality in the Era of Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Robin Curtin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern Whites: Race and
Nationality in the Era of Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War)
was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern Whites: Race and Nationality in the Era of
Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Fenians, Freedmen, and
Southern Whites: Race and Nationality in the Era of Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions
of the American Civil War). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Robert Rascoe:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern Whites:
Race and Nationality in the Era of Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern
Whites: Race and Nationality in the Era of Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War).

Donna Moore:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people



likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern Whites: Race and
Nationality in the Era of Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War)
as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes Fenians, Freedmen, and Southern Whites: Race and Nationality in the Era of
Reconstruction (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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