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Two young women, dormitory mates, embark on their education at a big state university. Five years later,
one is earning a good salary at a prestigious accounting firm. With no loans to repay, she lives in a
fashionable apartment with her fiancé. The other woman, saddled with burdensome debt and a low GPA, is
still struggling to finish her degree in tourism. In an era of skyrocketing tuition and mounting concern over
whether college is "worth it," Paying for the Party is an indispensable contribution to the dialogue assessing
the state of American higher education. A powerful exposé of unmet obligations and misplaced priorities, it
explains in vivid detail why so many leave college with so little to show for it.

Drawing on findings from a five-year interview study, Elizabeth Armstrong and Laura Hamilton bring us to
the campus of "MU," a flagship Midwestern public university, where we follow a group of women drawn
into a culture of status seeking and sororities. Mapping different pathways available to MU students, the
authors demonstrate that the most well-resourced and seductive route is a "party pathway" anchored in the
Greek system and facilitated by the administration. This pathway exerts influence over the academic and
social experiences of all students, and while it benefits the affluent and well-connected, Armstrong and
Hamilton make clear how it seriously disadvantages the majority.

Eye-opening and provocative, Paying for the Party reveals how outcomes can differ so dramatically for
those whom universities enroll.
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From reader reviews:

Benedict Wilkerson:

This Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality without we comprehend teach
the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality can bring once you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Emanuel Douglas:

The publication with title Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Joseph Johnson:

This Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality is great book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Paying for the
Party: How College Maintains Inequality in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

Estela Gillard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Paying for the Party: How College Maintains
Inequality can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Paying for the Party: How College



Maintains Inequality.
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