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The garden—a place for refined pleasure and spiritual relaxation—has its roots in ancient China. Western
travelers from Marco Polo onward marveled at the intricacy, the elaborate buildings, the subtle design, and
the assured use of plants, water, and natural materials in Chinese landscapes. The Great Gardens of China
shows, through stunning original photography and cogent text, both the visual splendors of China’s finest
gardens and explains their ideas and techniques in accessible terms. Now every gardener, architect, or
designer can understand China’s garden heritage and be inspired to use it to dramatic effect.

Beginning with an introduction to Chinese beliefs and the historical development of garden design, this book
discusses the basic aesthetics and landscaping elements—architecture, rock stacking, waterscapes, plants,
borders, and scenic routes—used in Chinese garden design. The author, an expert in the history and theory of
Chinese and international gardens, also describes specific gardens, from famed world cultural heritage sites
like the Summer Palace in Beijing and the gardens of Suzhou—Lion Grove, Humble Administrator’s,
Lingering, and Master-of-Nets Gardens—to the lesser known. The Great Gardens of China serves as a
compendium—in text and illustration—of all facets of the Chinese garden.

This book allows a total immersion in the enticing art of Chinese classical gardens . . . The book has helped
me greatly to understand how Chinese gardens work and how to borrow from them for our own gardens in
the West. I believe that Chinese gardens will strongly influence global garden design once their unique
versatility is properly understood.
—Janet Wheatcroft
Craigieburn Garden & Nursery, Scotland
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From reader reviews:

Frank Miller:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques, you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a publication.

Georgette Tang:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts,
Techniques why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Marc Medina:

This The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right
but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Julio Huntsman:

This The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques is fresh way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Great Gardens of
China: History, Concepts, Techniques can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this



book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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