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In 1965, the late Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan—then a high-ranking official in the Department of
Labor—sparked a firestorm when he released his report “The Negro Family,” which came to be regarded by
both supporters and detractors as an indictment of African American culture. Blaming the Poor examines the
regrettably durable impact of the Moynihan Report for race relations and social policy in America,
challenging the humiliating image the report cast on poor black families and its misleading explanation of
the causes of poverty.
 
A leading authority on poverty and racism in the United States, Susan D. Greenbaum dismantles Moynihan’s
main thesis—that the so called matriarchal structure of the African American family “feminized” black men,
making them inadequate workers and absent fathers, and resulting in what he called a tangle of pathology
that led to a host of ills, from teen pregnancy to adult crime. Drawing on extensive scholarship, Greenbaum
highlights the flaws in Moynihan’s analysis. She reveals how his questionable ideas have been used to
redirect blame for substandard schools, low wages, and the scarcity of jobs away from the societal forces that
cause these problems, while simultaneously reinforcing stereotypes about African Americans. Greenbaum
also critiques current policy issues that are directly affected by the tangle of pathology mindset—the
demonization and destruction of public housing; the criminalization of black youth; and the continued
humiliation of the poor by entrepreneurs who become rich consulting to teachers, non-profits, and social
service personnel.  
 
A half century later, Moynihan’s thesis remains for many a convenient justification for punitive measures
and stingy indifference to the poor. Blaming the Poor debunks this infamous thesis, proposing instead more
productive and humane policies to address the enormous problems facing us today.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Blaming the
Poor: The Long Shadow of the Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about Poverty suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Blaming the Poor: The Long
Shadow of the Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about Povertyis a single of several books that everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Gladys James:

This Blaming the Poor: The Long Shadow of the Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about Poverty is great
book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Blaming the Poor: The Long Shadow of the
Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about Poverty in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt that?

Yasmin Parker:

Beside this kind of Blaming the Poor: The Long Shadow of the Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about
Poverty in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Blaming the Poor: The Long
Shadow of the Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about Poverty because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from currently!

Jose Rosales:

You can obtain this Blaming the Poor: The Long Shadow of the Moynihan Report on Cruel Images about
Poverty by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if



you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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