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Languages have deep political significance beyond communication: a common language can strengthen
cultural bonds and social trust, or it may exacerbate cultural differences and power imbalances. Language
regimes that emerge from political bargains can centralize power by favoring the language of one
ethnolinguistic group, share power by recognizing multiple mother tongues, or neutralize power through the
use of a lingua franca. Cultural egoism, communicative efficiency, or collective equality determines the
choice. As Amy H. Liu demonstrates, the conditions surrounding the choice of a language regime also have a
number of implications for a nation's economy.

Standardizing Diversity examines the relationship between the distribution of linguistic power and economic
growth. Using a newly assembled dataset of all language-in-education policies in Asia from 1945 to 2005
and drawing on fieldwork data from Malaysia and Singapore, Liu shows language regimes that recognize a
lingua franca exclusively—or at least above all others—tend to develop social trust, attract foreign
investment, and stimulate economic growth. Particularly at high levels of heterogeneity, the recognition of a
lingua franca fosters equality and facilitates efficiency. Her findings challenge the prevailing belief that
linguistic diversity inhibits economic growth, suggesting instead that governments in even the most
ethnically heterogeneous countries have institutional tools to standardize their diversity and to thrive
economically.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes
(National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Standardizing
Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes (National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Standardizing Diversity: The
Political Economy of Language Regimes (National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century) is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Alma Saunders:

The knowledge that you get from Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes
(National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide
in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes (National and Ethnic Conflict in
the 21st Century) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific
Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes (National and Ethnic Conflict in the
21st Century) instantly.

Rene Pina:

Beside this Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes (National and Ethnic
Conflict in the 21st Century) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes (National and Ethnic Conflict in the
21st Century) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from today!



Michele Brown:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Standardizing Diversity: The Political Economy of Language Regimes
(National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century) can make you sense more interested to read.
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