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Americans today “know” that a majority of the population supports the death penalty, that half of all
marriages end in divorce, and that four out of five prefer a particular brand of toothpaste. Through statistics
like these, we feel that we understand our fellow citizens. But remarkably, such data—now woven into our
social fabric—became common currency only in the last century. Sarah Igo tells the story, for the first time,
of how opinion polls, man-in-the-street interviews, sex surveys, community studies, and consumer research
transformed the United States public.

Igo argues that modern surveys, from the Middletown studies to the Gallup Poll and the Kinsey Reports,
projected new visions of the nation: authoritative accounts of majorities and minorities, the mainstream and
the marginal. They also infiltrated the lives of those who opened their doors to pollsters, or measured their
habits and beliefs against statistics culled from strangers. Survey data underwrote categories as abstract as
“the average American” and as intimate as the sexual self.

With a bold and sophisticated analysis, Igo demonstrates the power of scientific surveys to shape Americans’
sense of themselves as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a nation. Tracing how ordinary
people argued about and adapted to a public awash in aggregate data, she reveals how survey techniques and
findings became the vocabulary of mass society—and essential to understanding who we, as modern
Americans, think we are.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens,
and the Making of a Mass Public. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Ellen Farnsworth:

This book untitled The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Charles Jones:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Averaged American:
Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Pamela Acuna:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens,
and the Making of a Mass Public can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
have The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public.
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