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The Shame of Poverty invites the reader to question their understanding of poverty by bringing into close
relief the day-to-day experiences of low-income families living in societies as diverse as Norway and
Uganda, Britain and India, China, South Korea, and Pakistan.

The volume explores Nobel laureate Amartya Sen's contention that shame lies at the core of poverty.
Drawing on original research and literature from many disciplines, it reveals that the pain of poverty extends
beyond material hardship. Rather than being shameless, as is often claimed by the media, people in poverty
almost invariably feel ashamed at being unable to fulfil their personal aspirations or to live up to societal
expectations due to their lack of income and other resources. Such shame not only hurts, adding to the
negative experience of poverty, but undermines confidence and individual agency, can lead to depression
and even suicide, and may well contribute to the perpetuation of poverty.

Moreover, people in poverty are repeatedly exposed to shaming by the attitudes and behaviour of the people
they meet, by the tenor of public debate that either dismisses them or labels them as lazy and in their dealings
with public agencies. Public policies would be demonstrably more successful if, instead of stigmatising
people for being poor, they treated them with respect and sought actively to promote their dignity.

This book, together with the companion volume Poverty and Shame: Global Experiences, presents
comparable evidence from the seven countries, challenges the conventional thinking that separates
discussion of poverty found in the Global North from that prevalent in the Global South. It demonstrates that
the emotional experience of poverty, with its attendant social and psychological costs, is surprisingly similar
despite marked differences in material well-being and varied cultural traditions and political systems. In so
doing, the volumes provide a foundation for a more satisfactory global conversation about the phenomenon
of poverty than that which has hitherto been frustrated by disagreement about whether poverty is best
conceptualised in absolute or relative terms.

The volume draws on the ground-breaking research of an international team: Grace Bantebya-Kyomuhendo,
Elaine Chase, Sohail Choudhry, Erika Gubrium, Ivar Lodemel, JO Yongmie (Nicola), Leemamol Mathew,
Amon Mwiine, Sony Pellissery and YAN Ming.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Shame of Poverty?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Graciela Johnson:

Typically the book The Shame of Poverty will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this
book very suitable to you. The book The Shame of Poverty is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Anna Wright:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
book. The book The Shame of Poverty it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Ann David:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. The Shame of Poverty can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.
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