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This book addresses a fundamental concept in political thought—the “state of nature”—through a
comparative and cross-cultural approach. Western social contract thinking usually falls along lines identified
with scholars like Hobbes or Rousseau, with accordant debate over whether humans are good, bad, or just
selfish; conflict prone or cooperative; egocentric or altruistic; with subordinate discussions about the proper
limits of sovereign authority. Depending on how one views the “natural” condition of human beings and the
communities which they build, various questions arise. What constitutes a “good” or natural political order?
What is the best basis for understanding the “nature” of sovereignty or political legitimacy, and what is its
future? In an age of increased global interaction and potential cultural, civilization-based, misunderstanding,
this volume takes the Hobbesian rhetorical device of a pre-social contract “state of nature” and seeks to
address this concept—and thereby, many of the aforementioned questions—in light of contributions from
non-Western thinkers. In our globalizing age when cultures and peoples increasingly talk and interact, it is
not viable to use only Western political thinkers to address allegedly universal concepts. So we overtly seek
to break open the frame of reference for any future discussion of the "state of nature."

This volume adds to the emerging body of work grouped under the heading “comparative political thought”
and serves as a model for how key political concepts may be addressed in a comparative and cross-
civilizational manner. Chapters engage Chinese, Indic, Polynesian, Jewish, Babylonian, and Islamic
interpretations of this fundamental question of politics. In addressing competing interpretations of the state of
nature, the exclusionary hegemonic aspects of the Western canon may be both exposed and potentially
reconciled with alternative visions of political behavior, legitimacy, justice, rights, and “appropriate” social
and political behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take The State of Nature in Comparative Political Thought: Western and Non-
Western Perspectives (Global Encounters: Studies in Comparative Political Theory) as the daily resource
information.

Jennifer Garza:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The State of Nature in
Comparative Political Thought: Western and Non-Western Perspectives (Global Encounters: Studies in
Comparative Political Theory) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Stacey Thompson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The State of Nature in Comparative Political Thought:
Western and Non-Western Perspectives (Global Encounters: Studies in Comparative Political Theory) can
give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The State of Nature in Comparative
Political Thought: Western and Non-Western Perspectives (Global Encounters: Studies in Comparative
Political Theory).

Tamiko Harmon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The State of Nature in Comparative Political Thought:
Western and Non-Western Perspectives (Global Encounters: Studies in Comparative Political Theory) or
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are



helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The State of Nature in Comparative Political Thought: Western and Non-Western Perspectives (Global
Encounters: Studies in Comparative Political Theory) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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