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As America reacts to Edward Snowden’s leaks about NSA surveillance, American Privacy offers a
timely look at  our national experience with the right to privacy. 

“The history of America is the history of the right to privacy,” writes Frederick S. Lane in this vivid and
penetrating exploration of our most hotly debated constitutional right. From Governor William Bradford
opening colonists’ mail bound for England, to President George W. Bush’s expansive domestic wiretapping,
the motivations behind government surveillance have changed little despite rapid advances in
communications technology. Yet all too often, American citizens have been their own worst enemies when it
comes to protecting privacy, compliantly forgoing civil liberties in extreme times of war as well as for
everyday consumer conveniences. Each of us now contributes to an ever-evolving electronic dossier of
online shopping sprees, photo albums, health records, and political contributions, accessible to almost
anyone who cares to look. In a digitized world where data lives forever, Lane urges us to consider whether
privacy is even a possibility. How did we arrive at this breaking point?
 
American Privacy traces the lineage of cultural norms and legal mandates that have swirled around the
Fourth Amendment since its adoption. In 1873, the introduction of postcards split American opinion of
public propriety. Over a century later, Twitter takes its place on the spectrum of human connection. Between
these two nodes, Anthony Comstock waged a moral crusade against obscene literature, George Orwell
penned 1984, Joseph McCarthy hunted Communists and “perverts,” President Richard Nixon surveilled
himself right out of office, and the Supreme Court of the United States issued its most influential legal
opinions concerning the right to privacy to date. Captured here, these historic snapshots add up to a lively
narration of privacy’s champions and challengers.

Legally, technologically, and historically grounded, American Privacy concludes with a call for Congress to
recognize how innovation and infringement go hand-in-hand, and a challenge to citizens to protect privacy
before it is lost completely.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

The book American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our Most Contested Right will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our
Most Contested Right is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Brandi Anderson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our Most Contested Right.

Amy Mueller:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Privacy: The 400-Year History of
Our Most Contested Right can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Tara Payton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our
Most Contested Right or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our Most Contested Right to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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