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This accessible and informative biography of an acclaimed anthropologist will appeal to anyone with
an interest in anthropology.

When Coming of Age in Samoa was published in 1928, the book quickly became a bestseller and brought its
author to national prominence—a bright, young, and charismatic anthropologist named Margaret Mead. For
the next five decades, Margaret Mead became the public face of anthropology in the United States, her
strong personality and maverick stance on many issues generating both acclaim and controversy.

This succinct, well-researched biography traces Mead’s life and career, from her upbringing in Pennsylvania
and her college years under the tutelage of esteemed anthropologist Franz Boaz, through her field work on
the islands of Oceania in the South Pacific, to her later career at the American Museum of Natural History.
Besides many interesting details of Mead’s career, the author examines her three marriages and her circle of
friends, including fellow anthropologist Ruth Benedict and novelist James Baldwin.

The author also presents material not published in other Mead biographies, including information about
existing pages of a manuscript Mead said she tore up when atom bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki; her personal and anonymous funding of the American Anthropological Association when it was in
financial straits; and her support for anthropologists who worked for the government’s covert operations
during the Vietnam War era.

The work concludes with an assessment of Mead’s career, various criticisms and controversies generated by
her work, and thoughts on what she would say about today’s cultural landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important normally. The book Margaret Mead: A Biography seemed to be making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The publication Margaret Mead: A Biography is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship while using book Margaret Mead: A Biography. You never truly feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

William Threatt:

The book Margaret Mead: A Biography will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Margaret Mead: A Biography is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Jimenes:

The particular book Margaret Mead: A Biography has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Barbara Barnes:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Margaret Mead: A Biography can make you
experience more interested to read.
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