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Moshe Simon-Shoshan offers a groundbreaking study of Jewish law (halakhah) and rabbinic story-telling.
Focusing on the Mishnah, the foundational text of halakhah, he argues that narrative was essential in early
rabbinic formulations and concepts of law, legal process, and political and religious authority.
The book begins by presenting a theoretical framework for considering the role of narrative in the Mishnah.
Drawing on a wide range of disciplines, including narrative theory, Semitic linguistics, and comparative
legal studies, Simon-Shoshan shows that law and narrative are inextricably intertwined in the Mishnah.
Narrative is central to the way in which the Mishnah transmits law and ideas about jurisprudence.
Furthermore, the Mishnah's stories are the locus around which the Mishnah both constructs and critiques its
concept of the rabbis as the ultimate arbiters of Jewish law and practice.

In the second half of the book, Simon-Shoshan applies these ideas to close readings of individual Mishnaic
stories. Among these stories are some of the most famous narratives in rabbinic literature, including those of
Honi the Circle-drawer and R. Gamliel's Yom Kippur confrontation with R. Joshua. In each instance, Simon-
Shoshan elucidates the legal, political, theological, and human elements of the story and places them in the
wider context of the book's arguments about law, narrative, and rabbinic authority.

Stories of the Law presents an original and forceful argument for applying literary theory to legal texts,
challenging the traditional distinctions between law and literature that underlie much contemporary
scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Stories of the Law:
Narrative Discourse and the Construction of Authority in the Mishnah, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Albert Christensen:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Stories of the Law: Narrative Discourse and the
Construction of Authority in the Mishnah why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lewis Wade:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Stories of the Law: Narrative Discourse and
the Construction of Authority in the Mishnah is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lillian Thornton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Stories of the Law: Narrative Discourse
and the Construction of Authority in the Mishnah which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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