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While supernatural events have become fairly commonplace on daytime television in recent decades, Dark
Shadows, which aired on ABC between 1966 and 1971, pioneered this format when it blended the vampires,
werewolves, warlocks, and witches of fictional Collinsport, Maine, with standard soap opera fare like
alcoholism, jealousy, and tangled love. In this volume, author Harry M. Benshoff examines Dark Shadows,
both during its initial run and as an enduring cult phenomenon, to prove that the show was an important
precursor-or even progenitor-of today's phenomenally popular gothic and fantasy media franchises like
Twilight, Harry Potter, and True Blood.

Benshoff demonstrates that viewers of all ages responded to the haunted world of Dark Shadows, making
unlikely stars out of the show's iconic characters-reluctant vampire Barnabas Collins, playboy werewolf
Quentin Collins, vengeful witch Angelique DuVal, and vampire hunter Dr. Julia Hoffman. Benshoff explores
the cultural and industrial contexts of the mid-1960s that gave rise to Dark Shadows and how the show
adapted nineteenth-century gothic novels and twentieth-century horror films into a televised serial format.
Benshoff also examines the unique aspects of the show's casting and performance modes, its allure as a camp
cult text, and the function of the show's many secondary and tertiary texts-including novels, records, games,
comic books, and the two feature films, House of Dark Shadows (1970) and Night of Dark Shadows (1971).

In the years since its cancellation, Dark Shadows' enduring popularity has led to a prime-time NBC remake
in the early 1990s, recent talk of a Tim Burton and Johnny Depp feature film, and a popular ongoing fan
convention. Benshoff's timely study of Dark Shadows will appeal to fans of the show and all film and
television history scholars who are interested in the roots of one of today's most popular genres.
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From reader reviews:

Sheldon McLean:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Dark
Shadows (TV Milestones Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Emma Berkey:

The book with title Dark Shadows (TV Milestones Series) posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Angela Yoder:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. Dark Shadows (TV Milestones Series) can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dark Shadows (TV Milestones Series) can
be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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