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When French philosopher Paul Ricoeur died in 2005, he bequeathed to the world a highly regarded, widely
influential body of work which established him as one of the greatest thinkers of our time. He also left
behind a number of unfinished projects that are gathered here and translated into English for the first time.

Living Up to Death consists of one major essay and nine fragments. Composed in 1996, the essay is the
kernel of an unrealized book on the subject of mortality. Likely inspired by his wife’s approaching death, it
examines not one’s own passing but one’s experience of others dying. Ricoeur notes that when thinking
about death the imagination is paramount, since we cannot truly experience our own passing. But those we
leave behind do, and Ricoeur posits that the idea of life after death originated in the awareness of our own
end posthumously resonating with our survivors.

The fragments in this volume were written over the course of the last few months of Ricoeur’s life as his
health failed, and they represent his very last work. They cover a range of topics, touching on biblical
scholarship, the philosophy of language, and the idea of selfhood he first addressed in Oneself as Another.
And while they contain numerous philosophical insights, these fragments are perhaps most significant for
providing an invaluable look at Ricoeur’s mind at work.

As poignant as it is perceptive, Living Up to Death is a moving testimony to Ricoeur’s willingness to
confront his own mortality with serious questions, a touching insouciance, and hope for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Living Up to
Death book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Victor Banister:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Living Up to Death is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Judith Craig:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Living Up to Death, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Debera Jessie:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Living Up to Death your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get ahead of. The Living Up to Death giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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