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The second half of the twentieth century witnessed the emergence of a new model of chronic
disease?diagnosed on the basis of numerical deviations rather than symptoms and treated on a preventive
basis before any overt signs of illness develop?that arose in concert with a set of safe, effective, and highly
marketable prescription drugs. In Prescribing by Numbers, physician-historian Jeremy A. Greene examines
the mechanisms by which drugs and chronic disease categories define one another within medical research,
clinical practice, and pharmaceutical marketing, and he explores how this interaction has profoundly altered
the experience, politics, ethics, and economy of health in late-twentieth-century America.

Prescribing by Numbers highlights the complex historical role of pharmaceuticals in the transformation of
disease categories. Greene narrates the expanding definition of the three principal cardiovascular risk
factors?hypertension, diabetes, and high cholesterol?each intersecting with the career of a particular
pharmaceutical agent. Drawing on documents from corporate archives and contemporary pharmaceutical
marketing literature in concert with the clinical literature and the records of researchers, clinicians, and
public health advocates, Greene produces a fascinating account of the expansion of the pharmaceutical
treatment of chronic disease over the past fifty years.

While acknowledging the influence of pharmaceutical marketing on physicians, Greene avoids demonizing
drug companies. Rather, his provocative and comprehensive analysis sheds light on the increasing presence
of the subjectively healthy but highly medicated individual in the American medical landscape, suggesting
how historical analysis can help to address the problems inherent in the program of pharmaceutical
prevention.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Dunn:

This Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease can bring any time you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Merry Springs:

The ability that you get from Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease could be the
more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of
Disease giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Prescribing by Numbers:
Drugs and the Definition of Disease instantly.

Estella Pierre:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Jason Buckley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease. You can include your knowledge by



it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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