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During the 1990s, a new type of controversy began occurring across the United States: controversies over the
siting of superstores, also known as big box stores. In these disputes, which often involve Wal-Mart, the
world's biggest retailer, local citizens mount organized opposition to the proposed siting of a superstore in
their town or neighborhood. Opponents criticize Wal-Mart superstores for putting local independent
merchants out of business, siphoning money from the local economy, providing substandard jobs, disrupting
residential neighborhoods, contributing to the "McDonaldization" of society, inducing sprawl, destroying
downtowns and Main Streets, and undermining local uniqueness and small town charm. More generally,
these David-and-Goliath controversies represent particularly stark examples of the conflict of interests
between local communities and large corporations that have become common in contemporary society.

Small Towns and Big Business uses fieldwork and archival sources to comprehensively examine these
controversies and the underlying issues. While Wal-Mart is usually able to site its stores at its preferred
locations, in some cases local opponents have been able to thwart its plans. Using detailed case studies of
anti-superstore controversies in six small cities in five states, Halebsky employs a comparative-historical
approach to construct an explanation of how some of these local social movements managed to prevail
against Wal-Mart. This explanation is then extended to provide the basis for a model of the general
conditions under which local communities may be able to constrain unwanted corporate action. Thus, this is
both a study of social movement outcomes and an investigation of community-corporate conflict. Small
Towns and Big Business provides insight into the potential of the local state to control large corporations, the
inherently problematic nature of corporate retailing, the possibilities for resisting McDonaldization, and the
fate of local anti-corporation acti
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Small Towns
and Big Business: Challenging Wal-Mart Superstores book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Paul Otoole:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Small Towns
and Big Business: Challenging Wal-Mart Superstores suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Small Towns and Big Business: Challenging Wal-Mart
Superstoresis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Geraldine Dube:

Small Towns and Big Business: Challenging Wal-Mart Superstores can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Small
Towns and Big Business: Challenging Wal-Mart Superstores nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Samuel Stratton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Small Towns and Big Business: Challenging Wal-Mart Superstores
was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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