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In the fall of 1899, Charles A.A. Dellschau (1830-1923), a retired butcher from Houston, embarked on a
project that would occupy him for more than 20 years. What began as an illustrated manuscript recounting
his experiences in the California Gold Rush became an obsessive project resulting in 12 large, hand-bound
books with more than 2,500 drawings related to airships and the development of flight. Dellschau's designs
resemble traditional hot air balloons augmented with fantastic visual details, collage and text. The hand-
drawn "Aeros" were interspersed with collaged pages called "Press Blooms," featuring thousands of
newspaper clippings related to the political events and technological advances of the period.
After the artist's death in 1923, the books were stored in the attic of the family home in Houston. In the
aftermath of a fire in the 1960s, they were dumped on the sidewalk and salvaged by a junk dealer. Eight
made their way into the collections of the San Antonio Museum of Art, the Witte Museum and the Menil
Collection; the remainder were sold to a private collector. Dellschau's works have since been collected by
numerous other museums including the American Folk Art Museum, the High Museum, the John Michael
Kohler Arts Center and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Like the eccentric outpourings of Adolf Wölfli,
Henry Darger and Achilles Rizzoli, these private works were not created for the art world, but to satisfy a
driving internal creative force. Dreamer, optimist and visionary, Charles Dellschau is one of the earliest
documented outsider artists known in America. This first monograph on Dellschau includes an essay by art
critic Thomas McEvilley, an essay by critic Roger Cardinal of the University of Kent, a text by James Brett
of the Museum of Everything in London, an essay by Tom Crouch of the Smithsonian Institution's Museum
of Air and Space, an essay by Barbara Safarova and a biographical overview by artist and independent
curator Tracy Baker-White.
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

This Charles Dellschau usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Charles Dellschau can be one of several great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Charles Dellschau giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Stephanie Wilkes:

The book with title Charles Dellschau includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Robert Ross:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Charles Dellschau reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still skepticism Charles Dellschau as good book not simply by the cover but also by
the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Kimberly Silvestre:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Charles Dellschau.
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