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For decades, the formal peculiarities of War and Peace disturbed Russian and Western critics, who attributed
both the anomalous structure and the literary power of the book to Tolstoy's "primitive," unruly genius.
Using that critical history as a starting point, this volume recaptures the overwhelming sense of strangeness
felt by the work's first readers and thereby illuminates Tolstoy's theoretical and narratological concerns.

The author demonstrates that the formal peculiarities of War and Peace were deliberate, designed to elude
what Tolstoy regarded as the falsifying constraints of all narratives, both novelistic and historical.
Developing and challenging the ideas of Mikhail Bakhtin, Morson explores Tolstoy's account of the work's
composition in light of various myths of the creative process. He proposes a theory of "creation by potential"
that incorporates Tolstoy's main concerns: the "openness" of each historical moment; the role of chance in
history and within narrative patterns; and the efficacy of ordinary events, "hidden in plain view," in shaping
history and individual psychology. In his reading of Tolstoy, he demonstrates how we read literary works
within the "penumbral text" of associated theories of creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Hidden in
Plain View: Narrative and Creative Potentials in ‘War and Peace’? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Shiela Steen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Hidden in Plain View: Narrative and Creative
Potentials in ‘War and Peace’ had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Hidden in Plain View: Narrative and
Creative Potentials in ‘War and Peace’ is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book Hidden in Plain View: Narrative and Creative Potentials in ‘War and
Peace’. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gale Taylor:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Hidden in Plain View: Narrative and
Creative Potentials in ‘War and Peace’ which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

Danielle Tilley:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Hidden in Plain View: Narrative and Creative Potentials in ‘War and Peace’ we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
Hidden in Plain View: Narrative and Creative Potentials in ‘War and Peace’. You can more inviting than
now.
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