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Jainism evokes images of monks wearing face-masks to protect insects and mico-organisms from being
inhaled. Or of Jains sweeping the ground in front of them to ensure that living creatures are not inadvertently
crushed: a practice of non-violence so radical as to defy easy comprehension. Yet for all its apparent
exoticism, Jainism is still little understood in the West. What is this mysterious philosophy which originated
in the 6th century BCE, whose absolute requirement is vegetarianism, and which now commands a following
of four million adherents both in its native India and diaspora communities across the globe? In his welcome
new treatment of the Jain religion, Long makes an ancient tradition fully intelligible to the modern reader.
Plunging back more than two and a half millennia, to the plains of northern India and the life of a prince
who--much like the Buddha--gave up a life of luxury to pursue enlightenment, Long traces the history of the
Jain community from founding sage Mahavira to the present day. He explores asceticism, worship, the life of
the Jain layperson, relations between Jainism and other Indic traditions, the Jain philosophy of relativity, and
the implications of Jain ideals for the contemporary world. The book presents Jainism in a way that is
authentic and engaging to specialists and non-specialists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

Often the book Jainism: An Introduction (Introductions to Religion) has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Dawn Bliss:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Jainism: An Introduction (Introductions to
Religion), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Douglas Gibson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be read. Jainism: An Introduction (Introductions to Religion) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Jesus Rhode:

Beside this Jainism: An Introduction (Introductions to Religion) in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Jainism: An
Introduction (Introductions to Religion) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!
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