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It takes brains, grit, and maybe a dash of humour to be a survivor. Nobody knew that better than John
Gordon "Scruffy" Weir, the subject of bestselling author Blake Heathcote's newest book. 
 
In The Survivor: Scruffy's War, Heathcote tells how Toronto-born Weir, the son of investment dealer
Gordon Weir, went on to become a World War II fighter pilot, POW, participant in the Great Escape - and
spy. Drawing on skills he had learned from an Ojibway hunter and in special operations training, Weir
endures a fiery plane crash and four grim years in POW camps, capped by a 350 mile trek in 1945's
infamous Winter March to Lübeck. In crisp prose, journal entries, and dozens of interview excerpts,
Heathcote reveals how Weir was trained almost from birth for conditions neither he nor his teachers could
ever have anticipated. 
 
Scruffy Weir spoke to no one about his experiences in war. No one, that is, except Blake Heathcote. And
once he began to speak, Scruffy held nothing back. Over two years, and hundreds of hours of interviews, he
talked to Heathcote about everything from his childhood to his flight training, the prison camps, the Great
Escape, and the shadowy world of intelligence. And it wasn't all just talk. Scruffy's journals, personal notes,
and thousands of photographs - many of them reproduced in this book - tell an unforgettable story of war and
courage. What makes a survivor? Most of us can only guess. In this remarkable book, Blake Heathcote
paints a moving and affectionate portrait of Scruffy Weir, an extraordinary man: a true survivor.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Latshaw:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Survivor: Scruffy's War. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Survivor: Scruffy's
War. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Rosemary Taylor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Survivor: Scruffy's War ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book The Survivor: Scruffy's War is not only giving you more new information
but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Survivor: Scruffy's War. You never experience lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Maria Carlin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Survivor: Scruffy's War, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Timothy Holeman:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Survivor: Scruffy's War provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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