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Charles Darwin called it “a little world within itself.” Sailors referred to it as “Las Encantadas”— the
enchanted islands. Lying in the eastern Pacific Ocean, straddling the equator off the west coast of South
America, the Galápagos is the most pristine archipelago to be found anywhere in the tropics. It is so remote,
so untouched, that the act of wading ashore can make you feel like you are the first to do so.

Yet the Galápagos is far more than a wild paradise on earth—it is one of the most important sites in the
history of science. Home to over 4,000 species native to its shores, around 40 percent of them endemic, the
islands have often been called a “laboratory of evolution.” The finches collected on the Galápagos inspired
Darwin’s revolutionary theory of natural selection.

In The Galápagos, science writer Henry Nicholls offers a lively natural and human history of the
archipelago, charting its course from deserted wilderness to biological testing ground and global ecotourism
hot spot. Describing the island chain’s fiery geological origins as well as our species’ long history of
interaction with the islands, he draws vivid portraits of the life forms found in the Galápagos, capturing its
awe-inspiring landscapes, understated flora, and stunning wildlife. Nicholls also reveals the immense
challenges facing the islands, which must continually balance conservation and everencroaching
development.

Beautifully weaving together natural history, evolutionary theory, and his own experience on the islands,
Nicholls shows that the story of the Galápagos is not merely an isolated concern, but reflects the future of
our species’ relationship with nature—and the fate of our planet.
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From reader reviews:

Tia Sargent:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Galápagos: A Natural History.

Kathryn Cortez:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Galápagos: A Natural History. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book The Galápagos: A
Natural History. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open
a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Susan Garrard:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Galápagos: A Natural History
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Galápagos: A Natural History as
good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess
book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Raymond Nelson:

This The Galápagos: A Natural History is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information
for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it data accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Galápagos: A Natural History in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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