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This book is the sequel to Robert Forman's well-received collection, The Problem of Pure Consciousness
(Oxford, 1990). The essays in the earlier volume argued that some mystical experiences do not seem to be
formed or shaped by the language system--a thesis that stands in sharp contradistinction to deconstruction in
general and to the "constructivist" school of mysticism in particular, which holds that all mysticism is the
product of a cultural and linguistic process. In The Innate Capacity, Forman and his colleagues put forward a
hypothesis about the formative causes of these "pure consciousness" experiences. All of the contributors
agree that mysticism is the result of an innate human capacity, rather than a learned, socially conditioned and
constructive process.

The innate capacity is understood in several different ways. Many perceive it as an expression of human
consciousness per se, awareness itself. Some hold that consciousness should be understood as a built-in link
to some hidden, transcendent aspect of the world, and that a mystical experience is the experience of that
inherent connectedness. Another thesis that appears frequently is that mystics realize this innate capacity
through a process of releasing the hold of the ego and the conceptual system. The contributors here look at
mystical experience as it is manifested in a variety of religious and cultural settings, including Hindu Yoga,
Buddhism, Sufism, and medieval Christianity. Taken together, the essays constitute an important
contribution to the ongoing debate about the nature of human consciousness and mystical experience and its
relation to the social and cultural contexts in which it appears.
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From reader reviews:

Shellie Toy:

The knowledge that you get from The Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and
Philosophy giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this kind of The Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy instantly.

Gary Lafountain:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Paul Hardy:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book The
Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Edward Davidson:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book The Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that
book The Innate Capacity: Mysticism, Psychology, and Philosophy. You can more attractive than now.
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