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A major new biography of Duke Ellington from the acclaimed author of Pops: A Life of Louis
Armstrong
 
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was the greatest jazz composer of the twentieth century—and an
impenetrably enigmatic personality whom no one, not even his closest friends, claimed to understand. The
grandson of a slave, he dropped out of high school to become one of the world’s most famous musicians, a
showman of incomparable suavity who was as comfortable in Carnegie Hall as in the nightclubs where he
honed his style. He wrote some fifteen hundred compositions, many of which, like “Mood Indigo” and
“Sophisticated Lady,” remain beloved standards, and he sought inspiration in an endless string of transient
lovers, concealing his inner self behind a smiling mask of flowery language and ironic charm.
 
As the biographer of Louis Armstrong, Terry Teachout is uniquely qualified to tell the story of the public and
private lives of Duke Ellington. A semi-finalist for the National Book Award, Duke peels away countless
layers of Ellington’s evasion and public deception to tell the unvarnished truth about the creative genius who
inspired Miles Davis to say, “All the musicians should get together one certain day and get down on their
knees and thank Duke.”
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Garcia:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Duke: A Life of
Duke Ellington is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Amanda Acuna:

The guide with title Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tammy Robinson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington which
is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Virginia Berry:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington.
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