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Most histories of the Civil War era portray the struggle over slavery as a conflict that exclusively pitted
North against South, free labor against slave labor, and black against white. In Freedom's Frontier, Stacey L.
Smith examines the battle over slavery as it unfolded on the multiracial Pacific Coast. Despite its antislavery
constitution, California was home to a dizzying array of bound and semibound labor systems: African
American slavery, American Indian indenture, Latino and Chinese contract labor, and a brutal sex traffic in
bound Indian and Chinese women. Using untapped legislative and court records, Smith reconstructs the lives
of California's unfree workers and documents the political and legal struggles over their destiny as the nation
moved through the Civil War, emancipation, and Reconstruction.
Smith reveals that the state's anti-Chinese movement, forged in its struggle over unfree labor, reached
eastward to transform federal Reconstruction policy and national race relations for decades to come.
Throughout, she illuminates the startling ways in which the contest over slavery's fate included a western
struggle that encompassed diverse labor systems and workers not easily classified as free or slave, black or
white.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Freedom's Frontier: California
and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction book as beginner and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

David Marx:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Freedom's Frontier:
California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction is kind of guide which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Mildred Ralph:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle
over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction can be very good book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Steven Jones:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle
over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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