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One of the Broadway musicals that can genuinely claim to have transformed the genre, West Side Story has
been featured in many books on Broadway, but it has yet to be the focus of a scholarly monograph. Nigel
Simeone begins by exploring the long process of creating West Side Story, including a discussion of
Bernstein's sketches, early drafts of the score and script, as well as cut songs. The core of the book is a
commentary on the music itself. West Side Story is one of the very few Broadway musicals for which there
is a complete published orchestral score, as well as two different editions of the piano-vocal score. The
survival of the original copied orchestral score, and the reminiscences of Sid Ramin and Irwin Kostal, reveal
details of the orchestration process, and the extent to which Bernstein was involved in this. Simeone's
commentary considers: musical characteristics and compositional techniques used to mirror the drama (for
example, the various uses of the tritone), motivic development, the use and reinvention of Broadway and
other conventions, the creation of dramatic continuity in the score through the use of motifs and other
devices, the unusual degree of dissonance and rhythmic complexity (at least for the time), and the integration
of Latin-American dance forms (Mambo, Huapango and so on). Simeone also considers the reception of
West Side Story in the contemporary press. The stir the show caused included the response that it was the
angular, edgy score that made it a remarkable achievement. Not all reviews were uncritical. Finally, the book
looks in detail at the making of the original Broadway cast recording, made in just one day, included on the
accompanying CD.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Leonard Bernstein: West Side
Story (Landmarks in Music Since 1950) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Mindy Simmons:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story
(Landmarks in Music Since 1950). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Sandra Birk:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story
(Landmarks in Music Since 1950), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Curtis Swasey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story (Landmarks in Music
Since 1950) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story (Landmarks in Music Since 1950) to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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