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An accidental glance at a newspaper notice causes Rousseau to collapse under the force of a vision. A car
accidentally hits Giacometti, and he experiences an epiphany. Darwin introduces accident to the basic
process of life, and Freud looks to accident as the expression of unconscious desire. Accident, Ross Hamilton
claims, is the force that makes us modern. Tracing the story of accident from Aristotle to Buster Keaton and
beyond, Hamilton’s daring book revives the tradition of the grand history of ideas.

Accident tells an original history of Western thought from the perspective of Aristotle’s remarkably durable
categories of accident and substance. Throughout antiquity and the Middle Ages, Aristotle’s distinction
underwrote an insistence on order and subordination of the inessential. In a groundbreaking innovation,
Hamilton argues that after the Reformation, the concept of accident began to change places with that of
substance: accident became a life-transforming event and effectively a person’s essence.  For moderns, it is
the accidental, seemingly trivial moments of consciousness that, like Wordsworth’s “spots of time,” create
constellations of meaning in our lives. Touching on a broad array of images and texts—Augustine, Dante,
the frescoes of Raphael, Descartes, Jane Austen, the work of the surrealists, and twentieth-century
cinema—Hamilton provides a new way to map the mutations of personal identity and subjectivity.   
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

Exactly why? Because this Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robin Norfleet:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History can make you feel more interested to
read.

Clifford Roselli:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Accident: A Philosophical and Literary
History. You can more appealing than now.

Arthur Faust:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History when you necessary it?
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