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A former welfare father from the ghetto of Detroit, Michael Eric Dyson is today a critic, scholar, and
ordained Baptist minister who has forged a unique role: he is a compelling spokesman for the concerns of the
black community, and also a leader who has a genuine rapport with that community, particularly with urban
youth. In his essays, lectures, sermons, and books, he has emerged as one of the leading African-American
voices of our day.
Dyson's passion for contemporary black culture informs Between God and Gangsta' Rap, his latest foray into
the ongoing debate about African-American identity which embraces the hopes of the church and the cool
reality of hip-hop. Bringing together writings on music, religion, politics, and identity, and offering a multi-
faceted view of black life, the book charts the progress of Dyson's own soul, from his roots in the Detroit
ghetto, to his current status as a Baptist minister, professor, cultural critic, husband, and father. Dyson opens
with a letter to his brother, who is serving life in prison on a murder charge. This painful piece reveals a
violence in the author's own family that sets the tone for themes that will emerge throughout these writings:
violence on the black body and soul; the redemptive power of hope through school, church, and family;
sexuality as a source of anguish and of joy; and the struggle with entrenched white racism. There is a section
of wonderful profiles Dyson calls "Testimonials"--studies of black men, from O.J. Simpson to Marion Barry,
and from Baptist preacher Gardner Taylor to Michael Jordan and Sam Cooke. In "Obsessed with O.J.,"
Dyson offers an extremely personal and insightful series of reflections on the case. In "Lessons," Dyson
takes up the subjects of politics and racial identity. Newt Gingrich and moral panic, Quabiliah Shabazz,
Carol Moseley Braun, the NAACP, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X all figure in these insightful and
accessible pieces. And "Songs of Celebration" draws from Dyson's writings for the popular press such as
Rolling Stone and Vibe, and explores the joys and pitfalls of black expression, from the black vernacular
bible to gospel music, R & B, and hip-hop. Dyson concludes with an essay framed as a letter to his wife,
which offers a positive counterbalance to the opening address to his brother. The letter serves as a tribute to
the redemptive powers of love, the black family, spirit, and change.
Arguing that the richness of black culture today can be found in the interstices--between god and gangsta'
rap--Dyson charts the progress and pain of African Americans over the past decade, showing that brilliance
and beauty, pain and drudgery are components of this changing culture. As a compendium of his thinking
about contemporary culture Between God and Gangsta' Rap will find a wide audience among black and
white readers.
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From reader reviews:

Robbie Stamant:

Often the book Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black Culture has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

April Young:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black
Culture can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Juan Higgins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Between God and
Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black Culture.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black Culture when you required
it?
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