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The enduring image evoked by the American West is one of grand physical and historical romance,
spectacle, and drama. Many generations of historians, both popular and academic, have sought to
communication the unique characteristics of this region, whose history and physical setting have for so long
captured the public imagination. In the Historical Atlas of the American West, a historian and a geographer
meet this challenge by telling the story of the region from a comprehensive geographical perspective.
Defining the American West as the seventeen contiguous states from the one-hundredth meridian westward
(Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming,
Montana, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, California, Oregon, and Washington), Warren A. Beck and Ynez D.
Haase provide seventy-eight maps, each with explanatory text and a selective bibliography of further
readings.

This atlas presents the history of the West from prehistoric times to the present. The physical characteristics
of the region—its natural resources and geographic features, climatic zones, agricultural regions, mineral
resources, and native flora fauna—are presented, along with special maps stressing the impact of natural
disasters such as floods, earthquakes, and the eruption of Mount St. Helens.

Several maps provide unique views of Western Indians from ancient times to the latter part of the nineteenth
century, including maps devoted to the tragedy at Wounded Knee, the Ghost Dance Religion, and Indian
judicial districts. All the major explorations and overland movements in the region, as well as the evolution
of transportation routes—from cattle trails to modern railroads—are depicted. The Spanish-Mexican land
grants are presented in detail, with special emphasis on the early ranchos of Texas. Locations of important
military events and installations, ranging from the Indian Wars of West to World War II POW camps, are
recorded.

Beck and Haase have thus succeeded in synthesizing and capsulizing a vast amount of information on the
American West to create seventy-eight vignettes of uniquely western events and life ways from 1536 to
1980. Offering insights into the region’s geography and the various groups that have populated the West over
the centuries, this atlas will provide a valuable reference for scholars and fascinating entertainment for
Western history buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Historical Atlas of the American West.

Julia Hanson:

This book untitled Historical Atlas of the American West to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Jennifer Newhouse:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Historical Atlas of the American West was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Historical Atlas of the American West
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.

Marlyn Melia:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Historical Atlas of the American West can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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