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Searching for Africa in Brazil is a learned exploration of tradition and change in Afro-Brazilian religions.
Focusing on the convergence of anthropologists’ and religious leaders’ exegeses, Stefania Capone argues
that twentieth-century anthropological research contributed to the construction of an ideal Afro-Brazilian
religious orthodoxy identified with the Nagô (Yoruba) cult in the northeastern state of Bahia. In contrast to
other researchers, Capone foregrounds the agency of Candomblé leaders. She demonstrates that they
successfully imposed their vision of Candomblé on anthropologists, reshaping in their own interest narratives
of Afro-Brazilian religious practice. The anthropological narratives were then taken as official accounts of
religious orthodoxy by many practitioners of Afro-Brazilian religions in Brazil. Capone draws on ten years
of ethnographic fieldwork in Salvador de Bahia and Rio de Janeiro as she demonstrates that there is no pure
or orthodox Afro-Brazilian religion.

Challenging the usual interpretations of Afro-Brazilian religions as fixed entities, completely independent of
one another, Capone reveals these practices as parts of a unique religious continuum. She does so through an
analysis of ritual variations as well as discursive practices. To illuminate the continuum of Afro-Brazilian
religious practice and the tensions between exegetic discourses and ritual practices, Capone focuses on the
figure of Exu, the sacred African trickster who allows communication between gods and men. Following
Exu and his avatars, she discloses the centrality of notions of prestige and power—mystical and
religious—in Afro-Brazilian religions. To explain how religious identity is constantly negotiated among
social actors, Capone emphasizes the agency of practitioners and their political agendas in the “return to
roots,” or re-Africanization, movement, an attempt to recover the original purity of a mythical and
legitimizing Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in Candomblé.

Nelson Gendron:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in
Candomblé to read.

Larry Hudgens:

The e-book untitled Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in Candomblé is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can
get the e-book of Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in Candomblé from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Nancy Sobel:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in
Candomblé to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in
Candomblé can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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