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The Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States guarantees that all citizens have the right
to vote without regard to their "race, color, or previous condition of servitude." For almost a century the
Fifteenth Amendment was a dead letter. Throughout the South millions of nonwhite Americans were
excluded from the political process by poll taxes, literacy tests, and other devices. The landmark Voting
Rights Act of 1965 sought to end that injustice.

In this absorbing book, political scientist Abigail Thernstrom analyzes the radical transformation of the
Voting Rights Act in the years since its passage. She shows how a measure carefully crafted to open the
polling booths to southern blacks has evolved into a powerful tool for affirmative action in the electoral
sphere--a means to promote black and Hispanic officeholding by creating "safe" seats for minority
candidates, What began as an effort to give minorities a fair shake has become a means of ensuring a fair
share.

Thernstrom demonstrates how voting rights have created a "political thicket" in which Congress, the courts,
and the justice Department have been lost. Why this should be true, how small statutory changes led to large
and unexpected results, how civil rights groups prevailed against a conservative Senate, how Republicans
have benefited from gerrymandering to increase black officeholding--these stories are all part of
Thernstrom's well-told tale.

Even though the concept of the right to vote retains an aura of moral simplicity, the issue of minority voting
rights is perhaps the most complex, yet least studied, of all affirmative action issues. Whose Votes Count?
should stimulate the overdue discussion that the subject deserves among all those concerned with American
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Lyman Johnson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights
(Twentieth Century Fund Study). Try to the actual book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and
Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Study) as your close friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Sherri King:

The actual book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century
Fund Study) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century
Fund Study) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Brandy Anderson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a guide. The book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting
Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Study) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Daryl Radford:

The book untitled Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century
Fund Study) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition



to order it. Have a nice go through.
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