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The action takes place in Battle Hill, outside London, amidst the townspeople's staging of a new play by
Peter Stanhope. The hill seems to reside at the crux of time, as characters from the past appear, and perhaps
at a doorway to the beyond, as characters are alternately summoned heavenwards or descend into hell.

Pauline Anstruther, the heroine of the novel, lives in fear of meeting her own doppelgänger, which has
appeared to her throughout her life. But Stanhope, in an action central to the author's own theology, takes the
burden of her fears upon himself—Williams called this The Doctrine of Substituted Love—and enables
Pauline, at long last, to face her true self. Williams drew this idea from the biblical verse, "Ye shall bear one
another's burdens"

And so Stanhope does take the weight, with no surreptitious motive, in the most affecting scene in the novel.
And Pauline, liberated, is able to accept truth.

On the other hand, Lawrence Wentworth, a local historian, finding his desire for Adela Hunt to be
unrequited, falls in love instead with a spirit form of Adela, which seems to represent a kind of extreme self-
love on his part. As he isolates himself more and more with this insubstantial figure, and dreams of
descending a silver rope into a dark pit, Wentworth begins the descent into Hell.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
descent into hell can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Jon Pittenger:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to your account is descent into hell this publication consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Scott Settle:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve descent into hell was filled with regards to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

John Day:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and descent into hell or others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes descent into hell to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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