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Japan’s suicide phenomenon has fascinated both the media and academics, although many questions and
paradoxes embedded in the debate on suicide have remained unaddressed in the existing literature, including
the assumption that Japan is a "Suicide Nation". This tendency causes common misconceptions about the
suicide phenomenon and its features.

Aiming to redress the situation, this book explores how the idea of suicide in Japan was shaped, reinterpreted
and reinvented from the 1900s to the 1980s. Providing a timely contribution to the underexplored history of
suicide, it also adds to the current heated debates on the contemporary way we organize our thoughts on life
and death, health and wealth, on the value of the individual, and on gender. The book explores the genealogy
and development of modern suicide in Japan by examining the ways in which beliefs about the nation’s
character, historical views of suicide, and the cultural legitimation of voluntary death acted to influence even
the scientific conceptualization of suicide in Japan. It thus unveils the way in which the language on suicide
was transformed throughout the century according to the fluctuating relationship between suicide and the
discourse on national identity, and pathological and cultural narratives. In doing so, it proposes a new path to
understanding the norms and mechanisms of the process of the conceptualization of suicide itself.

Filling in a critical gap in three particular fields of historical study: the history of suicide, the history of
death, and the cultural history of twentieth century Japan, it will be of great interest to students and scholars
of Japanese Studies and Japanese History.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia).

Melvin Groth:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge
Studies in the Modern History of Asia) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan
(Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship while using book Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Billy Shaner:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of
Asia) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern
History of Asia) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Sarah Acres:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Suicide in Twentieth-Century Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) this book consist a



lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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