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ZOOT SUIT (n.): the ultimate in clothes. The only totally and truly American civilian suit.
—Cab Calloway, The Hepster's Dictionary, 1944

Before the fashion statements of hippies, punks, or hip-hop, there was the zoot suit, a striking urban look of
the World War II era that captivated the imagination. Created by poor African American men and obscure
tailors, the "drape shape" was embraced by Mexican American pachucos, working-class youth, entertainers,
and swing dancers, yet condemned by the U.S. government as wasteful and unpatriotic in a time of war. The
fashion became notorious when it appeared to trigger violence and disorder in Los Angeles in 1943—events
forever known as the "zoot suit riot." In its wake, social scientists, psychiatrists, journalists, and politicians
all tried to explain the riddle of the zoot suit, transforming it into a multifaceted symbol: to some, a sign of
social deviance and psychological disturbance, to others, a gesture of resistance against racial prejudice and
discrimination. As controversy swirled at home, young men in other places—French zazous, South African
tsotsi, Trinidadian saga boys, and Russian stiliagi—made the American zoot suit their own.

In Zoot Suit, historian Kathy Peiss explores this extreme fashion and its mysterious career during World War
II and after, as it spread from Harlem across the United States and around the world. She traces the unfolding
history of this style and its importance to the youth who adopted it as their uniform, and at the same time
considers the way public figures, experts, political activists, and historians have interpreted it. This outré
style was a turning point in the way we understand the meaning of clothing as an expression of social
conditions and power relations. Zoot Suit offers a new perspective on youth culture and the politics of style,
tracing the seam between fashion and social action.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Michelle Johnson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you still thinking Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Albert Guerra:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Zoot Suit: The
Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The book untitled Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Styleis the main of several books
this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Andrew Murphy:

You can obtain this Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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