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Americans who lived between the Revolution and Civil War felt the brunt of resounding and sometimes
frightening changes, which together eventually influenced the political culture of early America. In this
lively study, Robert E. Shalhope examines one of the changes most difficult to gauge and most controversial
among students of the period--the rise and triumph of liberal individualism in America -- and explores its
impact on political culture.

Taking Bennington, Vermont, and its environs as a case study, Shalhope untangles the clash among three
competing elements in the community -- the egalitarian communalism of the Strict Congregationalists; the
democratic individualism of the revolutionary Green Mountain Boys; and the hierarchical authority of the
community's Federalist gentlemen of property and standing. None of these players anticipated (and indeed
did not wish for) the result -- the emergence of democratic liberalism. Shalhope writes of class tension,
economic competition, and religious differences -- and ultimately of cultural conflict and political
partisanship--and yet throughout uses individual life experiences to give the narrative piquancy and to
emphasize the significance of seemingly small, personal decisions. Shalhope thus demonstrates how the
private lives of ordinary people played a role in the settlement of public issues.

As an account of a single town and how its residents responded to change, Bennington and the Green
Mountain Boys supplies a fascinating microcosmic view of the larger story of how liberal America came to
be.
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From reader reviews:

Wilda Alexander:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Bennington and the Green
Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American
Political History) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

William Hayes:

The guide untitled Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in
Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History) is the book that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont,
1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Douglas Brim:

This Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-
1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History) is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Bennington and the
Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring
American Political History) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Blanche Jackson:

The book untitled Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in
Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so



do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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