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The lush, sun-drenched vineyards of California evoke a romantic, agrarian image of winemaking, though in
reality the industry reflects American agribusiness at its most successful. Nonetheless, as author Erica
Hannickel shows, this fantasy is deeply rooted in the history of grape cultivation in America. Empire of
Vines traces the development of wine culture as grape growing expanded from New York to the Midwest
before gaining ascendancy in California—a progression that illustrates viticulture's centrality to the
nineteenth-century American projects of national expansion and the formation of a national culture.

Empire of Vines details the ways would-be gentleman farmers, ambitious speculators, horticulturalists, and
writers of all kinds deployed the animating myths of American wine culture, including the classical myth of
Bacchus, the cult of terroir, and the fantasy of pastoral republicanism. Promoted by figures as varied as
horticulturalist Andrew Jackson Downing, novelist Charles Chesnutt, railroad baron Leland Stanford, and
Cincinnati land speculator Nicholas Longworth (known as the father of American wine), these myths
naturalized claims to land for grape cultivation and legitimated national expansion. Vineyards were
simultaneously lush and controlled, bearing fruit at once culturally refined and naturally robust, laying claim
to both earthy authenticity and social pedigree. The history of wine culture thus reveals nineteenth-century
Americans' fascination with the relationship between nature and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature
and Culture in America) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America
(Nature and Culture in America) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship while using book Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in
America). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Angela Caves:

The publication untitled Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America
(Nature and Culture in America) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Danielle Deguzman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in
America).

Richard Ault:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America
(Nature and Culture in America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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