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In this elegantly written and beautifully illustrated book, Nico Israel reveals how spirals are at the heart of
the most significant literature and visual art of the twentieth century. Juxtaposing the work of writers and
artists?including W. B. Yeats and Vladimir Tatlin, James Joyce and Marcel Duchamp, and Samuel Beckett
and Robert Smithson?he argues that spirals provide a crucial frame for understanding the mutual
involvement of modernity, history, and geopolitics, complicating the spatio-temporal logic of literary and
artistic genres and of scholarly disciplines.

The book takes the spiral not only as its topic but as its method. Drawing on the writings of Walter Benjamin
and Alain Badiou, Israel theorizes a way of reading spirals, responding to their dual-directionality as well as
their affective power. The sensations associated with spirals––flying, falling, drowning, being
smothered?reflect the anxieties of limits tested or breached, and Israel charts these limits as they widen from
the local to the global and recoil back. Chapters mix literary and art history to explore 'pataphysics, Futurism,
Vorticism, Dada and Surrealism, "Concentrisme," minimalism, and entropic earth art; a coda considers the
work of novelist W. G. Sebald and contemporary artist William Kentridge. In Spirals, Israel offers a
refreshingly original approach to the history of modernism and its aftermaths, one that gives modernist
studies, comparative literature, and art criticism an important new spin.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-Century
Literature and Art (Modernist Latitudes) ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Spirals: The Whirled
Image in Twentieth-Century Literature and Art (Modernist Latitudes) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-
Century Literature and Art (Modernist Latitudes). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

William Duhon:

The feeling that you get from Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-Century Literature and Art
(Modernist Latitudes) is a more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Spirals: The Whirled Image in
Twentieth-Century Literature and Art (Modernist Latitudes) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-
Century Literature and Art (Modernist Latitudes) instantly.

Martina Lassiter:

This Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-Century Literature and Art (Modernist Latitudes) is brand-
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-Century Literature and Art (Modernist
Latitudes) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Barbara Hall:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do



is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list will be Spirals: The Whirled Image in Twentieth-Century Literature and
Art (Modernist Latitudes). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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