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Most Americans today view freedom of speech as a bedrock of all other liberties, a defining feature of
American citizenship. During the nineteenth century, the popular concept of American freedom of speech
was still being formed. In An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century
America, contributors examine attempts to restrict freedom of speech and the press during and after the Civil
War.
 
The eleven essays that make up this collection show how, despite judicial, political, and public
proclamations of support for freedom of expression, factors like tradition, gender stereotypes, religion, and
fear of social unrest often led to narrow judicial and political protection for freedom of expression by people
whose views upset the status quo. These views, expressed by abolitionists, suffragists, and labor leaders,
challenged rigid cultural mores of the day, and many political and cultural leaders feared that extending
freedom of expression to agitators would undermine society. The Civil War intensified questions about the
duties and privileges of citizenship. After the war, key conflicts over freedom of expression were triggered
by Reconstruction, suffrage, the Comstock Act, and questions about libel.
 
The volume’s contributors blend social, cultural, and intellectual history to untangle the complicated strands
of nineteenth-century legal thought. By chronicling the development of modern-day notions of free speech,
this timely collection offers both a valuable exploration of the First Amendment in nineteenth-century
America and a useful perspective on the challenges we face today.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Ramsey:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this An
Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America.

Nicol Thomas:

The book untitled An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like An Indispensable Liberty:
The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America which is having the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Linda Barefoot:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This e-book An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century
America was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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