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Realist novels are celebrated for their detailed attention to ordinary life. But two hundred years before the
rise of literary realism, Dutch painters had already made an art of the everyday--pictures that served as a
compelling model for the novelists who followed. By the mid-1800s, seventeenth-century Dutch painting
figured virtually everywhere in the British and French fiction we esteem today as the vanguard of realism.
Why were such writers drawn to this art of two centuries before? What does this tell us about the nature of
realism?

In this beautifully illustrated and elegantly written book, Ruth Yeazell explores the nineteenth century's
fascination with Dutch painting, as well as its doubts about an art that had long challenged traditional values.

After showing how persistent tensions between high theory and low genre shaped criticism of novels and
pictures alike, Art of the Everyday turns to four major novelists--Honoré de Balzac, George Eliot, Thomas
Hardy, and Marcel Proust--who strongly identified their work with Dutch painting. For all these writers,
Dutch art provided a model for training themselves to look closely at the particulars of middle-class life.

Yet even as nineteenth-century novelists strove to create illusions of the real by modeling their narratives on
Dutch pictures, Yeazell argues, they chafed at the model. A concluding chapter on Proust explains why the
nineteenth century associated such realism with the past and shows how the rediscovery of Vermeer helped
resolve the longstanding conflict between humble details and the aspirations of high art.
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From reader reviews:

Tisha Betancourt:

The event that you get from Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel will be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel instantly.

Armando McFarland:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Art of the
Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel.

Anne Corchado:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Kenneth Sigler:

Beside this Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel in your phone, it could give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along
with read it from now!
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