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This book investigates the nature of generalization in language and examines how language is known by
adults and acquired by children. It looks at how and why constructions are learned, the relation between their
forms and functions, and how cross-linguistic and language-internal generalizations about them can be
explained.

Constructions at Work is divided into three parts: in the first Professor Goldberg provides an overview of
constructionist approaches, including the constructionist approach to argument structure, and argues for a
usage-based model of grammar. In Part II she addresses issues concerning how generalizations are
constrained and constructional generalizations are learned. In Part III the author shows that a combination of
function and processing accounts for a wide range of language-internal and cross-linguistic generalizations.
She then considers the degree to which the function of constructions explains their distribution and examines
cross-linguistic tendencies in argument realization. She demonstrates that pragmatic and cognitive processes
account for the data without appeal to stipulations that are language-specific.

This book is an important contribution to the study of how language operates in the mind and in the world
and how these operations relate. It is of central interest for scholars and graduate-level students in all
branches of theoretical linguistics and psycholinguistics. It will also appeal to cognitive scientists and
philosophers concerned with language and its acquisition.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization
in Language seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in
Language is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Constructions at
Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Robert Johnson:

The particular book Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Michelle Shaw:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in
Language. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Joan Morris:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Constructions at Work: The Nature of
Generalization in Language or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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