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In Dangerous Guests, Ken Miller reveals how wartime pressures nurtured a budding patriotism in the
ethnically diverse revolutionary community of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. During the War for Independence,
American revolutionaries held more than thirteen thousand prisoners?both British regulars and their so-
called Hessian auxiliaries?in makeshift detention camps far from the fighting. As the Americans' principal
site for incarcerating enemy prisoners of war, Lancaster stood at the nexus of two vastly different
revolutionary worlds: one national, the other intensely local. Captives came under the control of local
officials loosely supervised by state and national authorities. Concentrating the prisoners in the heart of their
communities brought the revolutionaries' enemies to their doorstep, with residents now facing a daily war at
home.

Many prisoners openly defied their hosts, fleeing, plotting, and rebelling, often with the clandestine support
of local loyalists. By early 1779, General George Washington, furious over the captives’ ongoing attempts to
subvert the American war effort, branded them "dangerous guests in the bowels of our Country." The
challenge of creating an autonomous national identity in the newly emerging United States was nowhere
more evident than in Lancaster, where the establishment of a detention camp served as a flashpoint for new
conflict in a community already unsettled by stark ethnic, linguistic, and religious differences. Many
Lancaster residents soon sympathized with the Hessians detained in their town while the loyalist population
considered the British detainees to be the true patriots of the war. Miller demonstrates that in Lancaster, the
notably local character of the war reinforced not only preoccupations with internal security but also novel
commitments to cause and country.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Dangerous Guests:
Enemy Captives and Revolutionary Communities during the War for Independence? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donald Worsley:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Dangerous Guests:
Enemy Captives and Revolutionary Communities during the War for Independence suitable to you? The
actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Dangerous Guests: Enemy
Captives and Revolutionary Communities during the War for Independenceis the main one of several books
in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Karen Martinez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Dangerous Guests: Enemy Captives and Revolutionary Communities during the War
for Independence.

Benjamin Herrera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Dangerous Guests: Enemy
Captives and Revolutionary Communities during the War for Independence.
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