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Rough Rider, hunter, trust-buster, president, and Bull Moose candidate. Biographers have long fastened on
TR as man of action, while largely ignoring his political thought. Now, in time for the centennial of his
Progressive run for the presidency, Jean Yarbrough provides a searching examination of TR's political
thought, especially in relation to the ideas of Washington, Hamilton, and Lincoln—the statesmen TR claimed
most to admire.

Yarbrough sets out not only to explore Roosevelt's vision for America but also to consider what his political
ideas have meant for republican self-government. She praises TR for his fighting spirit, his love of country,
and efforts to promote republican greatness, but faults him for departing from the political principles of the
more nationalistic Founders he esteemed. With the benefit of hindsight, she argues that the progressive
policies he came to embrace have over time undermined the very qualities Roosevelt regarded as essential to
civic life. In particular, the social welfare policies he championed have eroded industry and self-reliance; the
expansion of the regulatory state has multiplied the special interests seeking access to political power; and
the bureaucratic experts in whom he reposed such confidence have all too often turned out to be neither
disinterested nor effective.

Yarbrough argues that TR's early historical studies—inspired by Darwinian biology and Hegelian political
thought—treated westward expansion from an evolutionary and developmental perspective that placed race
and conquest at the center of the narrative, while relegating individual rights and consent of the governed to
the sidelines.

Although his early career showed him to be a moderate Republican reformer, Yarbrough argues that even
then he did not share Hamilton's enthusiasm for the commercial republic, and substituted an appeal to
"abstract duty" for The Federalist's reliance on self-interest. As New York governor and first-term president,
TR attempted to strike a "just balance" between democratic and oligarchic interests, but by the end of his
presidency he had tipped the balance in favor of progressive policies. From the New Nationalism until his
death in 1919, Roosevelt continued to claim the mantle of Washington and Lincoln, even as he moved
further from their political principles.

Through careful examination of TR's political thought, Yarbrough's book sheds new light on his place in the
American political tradition, while enhancing our understanding of the roots of progressivism and its
transformation of the founders' Constitution.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Millican:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political
Tradition (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)).

Rebecca Wheeler:

The book Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political Tradition (American Political Thought (University
Press of Kansas)) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political Tradition
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like start and read a reserve Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political
Tradition (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Dan Villanueva:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political Tradition (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)).

Kathleen Dominguez:

The book untitled Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political Tradition (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of



literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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