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The continuing violence in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) can be bewildering in its
complexity: in the profusion of armed factions, the plethora of acronyms, and the multitude of grievances
that trigger outbreaks of conflict—be they political, financial, or ethnic; local, national, or cross-border.

The province of North Kivu has been the epicentre of war in the DRC. It has generated a multitude of armed
groups, with over two dozen emerging over the past two decades. It was here that the precursors to the
Congo wars began with ethnic violence in 1993, and it is here that the most formidable challenges to stability
in the country persist today. The present report sketches the historical backdrop to these conflicts, describing
their social, political, and economic dynamics. It focuses on the southern part of North Kivu—in particular
the territories of Masisi, Rutshuru, and Walikale—where the Congolese government currently faces the most
substantial challenge to its authority.

The armed groups that have emerged in North Kivu have features in common, but there is no comprehensive
theory that explains them all. They draw on three sources of instability: local, regional, and national. The
Congolese state is decrepit and partial to private interests. It has neither the rule of law to guarantee property
rights nor the force of law to suppress armed rivals. This weakness reinforces the belief that the only way of
protecting property and individual freedoms is through armed force.

Such violence has exacerbated tensions between local communities, in particular a rift between so-called
indigenous groups—those communities whose presence is most entrenched—and the Hutu and Tutsi
populations, many of whom arrived as immigrants during the colonial and post-colonial periods. Most of the
fighting today draws directly on this cleavage, hardened by two decades of killings on both sides.

Finally, local elites, especially in Kigali and Goma, have developed a stake in armed groups, which they
believe maintain their interests—either directly, by providing protection to businesses and their personal
security, or indirectly, by bolstering their influence and giving them political leverage.

This potent blend of ethnic discrimination, state weakness and elite interest has rendered the conflict, in the
eyes of many outside observers, intractable. But the armed groups also differ significantly. While some
emerged organically from the realities of rural life, others were deliberately created by local politicians, and
still others were exploited to serve the interests of urban businessmen. Some have lost touch with their initial
motivations, while others stick to the pursuit of their founding principles. Most intriguing, from the point of
view of policy and advocacy, some have disappeared while others resist and persist. Disentangling these
differences can help explain the major obstacles to peace in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

This North Kivu: The background to conflict in North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project)
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of North Kivu: The background to conflict in North
Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project) without we understand teach the one who reading through
it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry North Kivu: The background to
conflict in North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project) can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone.
This North Kivu: The background to conflict in North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project)
having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ollie Johnson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take North Kivu: The background to conflict in North
Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project) as the daily resource information.

Kathleen Dominguez:

North Kivu: The background to conflict in North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing North Kivu: The background to conflict in North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project)
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

Harold Karr:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book North Kivu: The background to conflict in
North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make



you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the book North Kivu: The background to conflict in
North Kivu province of eastern Congo (Usalama Project) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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