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Kenneth Koch has been called “one of our greatest poets” by John Ashbery, and “a national treasure” in the
2000 National Book Award Finalist Citation.

Now, for the first time, all of the poems in his ten collections–from Sun Out, poems of the 1950s, to Thank
You, published in 1962, to A Possible World, published in 2002, the year of the poet’s death–are gathered in
one volume.

Celebrating the pleasures of friendship, art, and love, the poetry of Kenneth Koch has been dazzling readers
for fifty years. Charter member–along with Frank O’Hara, John Ashbery, and James Schuyler–of the New
York School of poets, avant-garde playwright and fiction writer, pioneer teacher of writing to children, Koch
gave us some of the most exciting and aesthetically daring poems of his generation.

These poems take sensuous delight in the life of the mind and the heart, often at the same time: “O what a
physical effect it has on me / To dive forever into the light blue sea / Of your acquaintance!” (“In Love with
You”).

Here is Koch’s early work: love poems like “The Circus” and “To Marina” and such well-remembered
comic masterpieces as “Fresh Air,” “Some General Instructions,” and “The Boiling Water” (“A serious
moment for the water is when it boils”). And here are the brilliant later poems–“One Train May Hide
Another,” the deliciously autobiographical address in New Addresses, and the stately elegy “Bel
Canto”–poems that, beneath a surface of lightness and wit, speak with passion, depth, and seriousness to all
the most important moments in one’s existence.

Charles Simic wrote in The New York Review of Books that, for Koch, poetry “has to be constantly saved
from itself. The idea is to do something with language that has never been done before.” In the ten exuberant,
hilarious, and heartbreaking books of poems collected here, Kenneth Koch does exactly that.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you examining a book
especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Robert Hollinger:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch.

Robert Wallace:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Theresa Villarreal:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any



other book likes The Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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