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The Underground Railroad is one of the most taught topics to young schoolchildren, and every American is
familiar with the idea of fugitive slaves escaping to Canada and the North with the help of determined
abolitionists and even former escaped slaves like Harriet Tubman. The secrecy involved in the Underground
Railroad made it one of the most mysterious aspects of the mid-19th century in America, to the extent that
claims spread that 100,000 slaves had escaped via the Underground Railroad. Of course, from a practical
standpoint, the Underground Railroad had to remain covert not only for the sake of thousands of slaves, but
for a small army of men and women of every race, religion and economic class who put themselves in peril
on an ongoing basis throughout the first half of the 19th century, and in the years leading up to the war. Over
150 years later, that same secrecy has helped the Underground Railroad become so romanticized and
mythologized that people often visualize it in ways that were far different from reality. Before the American
Civil War eliminated slavery, it was a fixture in North America for over 200 years, and by 1850 a trained
slave was worth approximately $2,500, around 10 times the sum of a typical annual salary in that day. As a
result, the economic dependence on slavery in the South was an extreme one, and in the wake of the Fugitive
Slave Act, black people in the North were under constant pressure to defend their “credentials” to bounty
hunters and owners. Between the value of slaves in America, rising abolitionist sentiment at home and
overseas, and political debates promoting or hindering the movement toward equality, the era in which the
Underground Railroad operated cannot be easily fit into a concise body of principles, actions or geography.
Hilary Russell may have put it best in saying of the Underground Railroad that while “a powerful and
centralized system may not have existed but in legend, localized networks did.” Communication standards
over long distances being what they were in that century, she is most likely correct. The Underground
Railroad was neither a true railroad nor underground, and it was not a route but a network comprised of a
widespread conspiracy and social rebellion against present law. For the most part, people working on the
Underground Railroad tried to protect themselves by not knowing the full details of the routes they were
working on; instead, many people just played individual parts for the greater good.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Sketches in the History of the Underground Railroad. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book Sketches in the History of the Underground Railroad. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Maria Clyburn:

This book untitled Sketches in the History of the Underground Railroad to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Maria Hughes:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Sketches in the History of the Underground Railroad, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Lola Kelly:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Sketches in the History of the Underground
Railroad guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Sketches in the History of the
Underground Railroad as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.
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