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"Why was I so drawn to Eric, what made me fall so deep in love with him? Could it have been his reckless
pursuit of me, the way he showed up at the drive-in restaurant where I worked as a car hop, the way he
touched my wrist, sending flares of desire through my body, how he planned extravagant dates, courted his
country girl to lakeside restaurants and break-wall sunsets, penciled sketches of palm tree islands? ... Maybe
I was shell-shocked and honored to be desired by someone in another class than me: six years older,
graduated from college and ready for the rest of his life, a football player in high school, on the Homecoming
court, one of the popular and untouchable crowd of confident young men that strolled the hallways, whose
gaze I could never meet. No, this part made me question how he could ever love me, the band dork, the book
worm, the computer nerd. I tucked my hair behind my ears and pulled my pony tail tighter, looked down at
the ground as we walked...Or was it how ever-important he made me feel every time we were together that
first summer. Desired. Adored. Possessed. Maybe what I wanted was someone to belong to."

In this essay, Sarah Wells explores her journey of faith and self-discovery in the midst of a passionate
relationship. "The Valley of Achor" braids romantic infatuation with a desire to know God, even as the
person loved does not possess the same passion for faith. These two obsessions collide in this coming-of-age
and "come to Jesus" memoir of love, brokenness, and grace.

Sarah M. Wells is the author of the poetry collection, Pruning Burning Bushes, a chapbook of poems,
Acquiesce, and a memoir-in-progress, tentatively titled American Honey. Essays by Wells have been
published in Ascent, Brevity, Full Grown People, The Good Men Project, Relief, River Teeth, and
elsewhere. Sarah's work has received three Pushcart nominations, and two of her essays have been listed as
notable in Best American Essays. She is the Administrative Director of the Ashland University MFA
Program and Managing Editor of River Teeth and the Ashland Poetry Press. She lives with her husband and
three children in Ashland, Ohio.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Price:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Valley of Achor: An Essay.

Rina Reese:

The book The Valley of Achor: An Essay can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Valley of Achor: An Essay? Several of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Valley of Achor: An Essay has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ronald Hopkins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Valley of Achor: An Essay book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Valley of Achor: An Essay as good
book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book
by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ronda Tollison:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Valley of Achor: An Essay this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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