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In 1963, West Germany was gripped by a dramatic trial of former guards who had worked at the Nazi death
camp Auschwitz. It was the largest and most public trial to take place in the country and attracted
international attention. Using the pretrial files and extensive trial audiotapes, Rebecca Wittmann offers a
fascinating reinterpretation of Germany's first major attempt to confront its past.

Evoking the courtroom atmosphere, Wittmann vividly recounts the testimony of survivors, former SS
officers, and defendants--a cross-section of the camp population. Attorney General Fritz Bauer made an
extraordinary effort to put the entire Auschwitz complex on trial, but constrained by West German murder
laws, the prosecution had to resort to standards for illegal behavior that echoed the laws of the Third Reich.
This provided a legitimacy to the Nazi state. Only those who exceeded direct orders were convicted of
murder. This shocking ruling was reflected in the press coverage, which focused on only the most sadistic
and brutal crimes, allowing the real atrocity at Auschwitz--mass murder in the gas chambers--to be relegated
to the background.

The Auschwitz trial had a paradoxical result. Although the prosecution succeeded in exposing SS crimes at
the camp for the first time, the public absorbed a distorted representation of the criminality of the camp
system. The Auschwitz trial ensured that rather than coming to terms with their Nazi past, Germans managed
to delay a true reckoning with the horror of the Holocaust.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Meadows:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Beyond Justice:
The Auschwitz Trial book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Charles Stephens:

This Beyond Justice: The Auschwitz Trial tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Beyond Justice: The Auschwitz Trial can be one of the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Beyond Justice: The Auschwitz
Trial forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jeremy Reed:

The book Beyond Justice: The Auschwitz Trial has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Mildred Brummett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Beyond Justice: The Auschwitz Trial.
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