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This is a major reinterpretation of ancient philosophy that recovers the long Greek and Roman tradition of
philosophy as a complete way of life--and not simply an intellectual discipline. Distinguished philosopher
John Cooper traces how, for many ancient thinkers, philosophy was not just to be studied or even used to
solve particular practical problems. Rather, philosophy--not just ethics but even logic and physical theory--
was literally to be lived. Yet there was great disagreement about how to live philosophically: philosophy was
not one but many, mutually opposed, ways of life. Examining this tradition from its establishment by
Socrates in the fifth century BCE through Plotinus in the third century CE and the eclipse of pagan
philosophy by Christianity, Pursuits of Wisdom examines six central philosophies of living--Socratic,
Aristotelian, Stoic, Epicurean, Skeptic, and the Platonist life of late antiquity.

The book describes the shared assumptions that allowed these thinkers to conceive of their philosophies as
ways of life, as well as the distinctive ideas that led them to widely different conclusions about the best
human life. Clearing up many common misperceptions and simplifications, Cooper explains in detail the
Socratic devotion to philosophical discussion about human nature, human life, and human good; the
Aristotelian focus on the true place of humans within the total system of the natural world; the Stoic
commitment to dutifully accepting Zeus's plans; the Epicurean pursuit of pleasure through tranquil activities
that exercise perception, thought, and feeling; the Skeptical eschewal of all critical reasoning in forming their
beliefs; and, finally, the late Platonist emphasis on spiritual concerns and the eternal realm of Being.

Pursuits of Wisdom is essential reading for anyone interested in understanding what the great philosophers of
antiquity thought was the true purpose of philosophy--and of life.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from
Socrates to Plotinus. Try to make the book Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy
from Socrates to Plotinus as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Regina Laporte:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in
Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Kevin Adams:

Beside that Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient
Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Chi Reyes:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. So , this Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus can
make you experience more interested to read.
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